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A survey of the provision of orthodontics
in Ireland 2018
Précis
A survey of current orthodontic workforce levels in Ireland, showing stable practitioner to populations ratios since 2007.

Abstract
Workforce planning is important in all aspects of healthcare; in orthodontics, this must take into account several
issues including the need for orthodontic treatment, the number of specialist personnel available to provide
treatment and the role of orthodontic auxiliaries.
The aim of this study was to collect information on the orthodontic workforce in Ireland and to compare this
information with previous studies (2001, 2007) in order to determine longitudinal trends in the orthodontic workforce
in Ireland.
The study was carried out in the form of a survey. The survey included orthodontic specialists practising in the
Republic of Ireland. A list of these practitioners was obtained via the Orthodontic Society of Ireland (OSI) and the
orthodontic specialist register of the Dental Council of Ireland.
The study was circulated both via email and post for completion by March 31, 2018. The electronic version used
SurveyMonkey software, which provides a user-friendly interface between the operator and the target population.
Data was then collated using both hard copy and online survey responses.
The survey showed that the number of orthodontists in Ireland has increased since 2007, with the practitioner ratio
to the number of 12-year-olds remaining stable. It also highlights the increasing role for orthodontic auxiliaries,
which may affect future workforce levels.
Workforce planning must consider current specialist practitioner numbers, population growth and the increasing
role of auxiliaries in orthodontic practice, along with the older age profile of practising orthodontists.
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