PEER-REVIEWED

A retrospective investigation of the oral health records of a cohort of
preschool children who received extractions under general anaesthesia
including cost analysis of treatment
Précis: Over a two-year period, a considerable number of preschool children required dental extractions under general anaesthesia,
with economically-disadvantaged children at a greater risk of requiring treatment. Children who underwent extractions under general
anaesthesia at an early age demonstrated poor oral health into adolescence as confirmed by a 10-year follow-up. A nationallystructured prevention programme targeting preschool children is necessary in order to lower caries levels and reduce costs.
Abstract
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disadvantage were more likely to require extractions under

Keywords: child; dental caries; dental general anaesthesia;

DGA than their counterparts (50%, n=175). In total, 73% (n=253)

healthcare costs; paediatric dental treatment.

Journal of the Irish Dental Association 2017; 63 (1): 38-44

Dr Úna McAuliffe

Dr Noel Woods

BDS (NUI) MFDS (RCSEd) MDPH (NUI)

PhD MATLHE MA (Economics) BA

Prof. Martin Kinirons

Dr Máiréad Harding

BDS (NUI) FDSRCS (ENG) FFDRCS (IRL) PhD
(QUB)

BDS (NUI) MFGDP (UK) MPDH PgDipTLHE PhD
(NUI)

Corresponding author:

Dr Úna McAuliffe BDS (NUI) MFDS (RCSED)
Oral Health and Development Unit,
Cork University Dental School and Hospital, University College Cork

38

Journal of the Irish Dental Association | Feb/Mar 2017 : Vol 63 (1)

