
PROGRAMMEREGISTRATION

Irish Dental Association is an ADA CERP Recognised Provider. ADA CERP is a service of the American Dental 
Association to assist dental professionals in identifying quality providers of continuing dental education. 
ADA CERP does not approve or endorse individual courses or instructors, nor does it imply acceptance of 
credit hours by boards of dentistry. 
Irish Dental Association designates this activity for 11.5 continuing education credits.

HSE DENTAL SURGEONS

SEMINAR 2022 
MIDLANDS PARK HOTEL 

PORTLAOISE 
October 13+14

CPD VERIFIABLE

All reservations must be made directly with the Midlands Park Hotel. 

Overnight rate is ¤120 per single room per night and ¤150 per twin room. Bookings can 
be made by calling the hotel directly on 057-867 1919. 

ACCOMMODATION 

EARLY BIRD AFTER OCTOBER 5 

IDA MEMBERS
Full seminar ¤210 ¤240 
One day ¤170 ¤200 

Dental team member 
Full seminar ¤170
One day ¤100 

NON-IDA MEMBER 
Full seminar ¤420 ¤480 
One day ¤340 ¤400 

Thursday dinner      ¤50 
Full Details TBC

CANCELLATION POLICY 
All cancellations must be received in writing either by email or by post to IDA House, Unit 2 Leopardstown 
Office Park, Sandyford, Dublin 18. Cancellations received 29 days or more prior to the course/event will be 
entitled to a 100% refund. Cancellations received between 15 days and 28 days (inclusive) prior to the 
course/event will receive a 75% refund. For cancellations received between one day and 14 days (inclusive) 
prior to the course/event, no refund will be given. Failure to attend the course/event on the day will 
constitute late cancellation and no refund will be given. Substitutions are welcome at any time. Due to 
unforeseen circumstances, the programme may change and the IDA reserves the right to cancel the event or 
alter the venue and/or speakers.

THURSDAY 

9:00am - 9:30am      Registration opens

9:30am - 9:45am      Opening address Dr Dympna Kavanagh 

9:45am - 10:45am    Traumatic injuries- What do I do next ?  Prof Anne O’Connell 

10:45am - 11:15am   COFFEE

11:15am - 12:00pm    Avoiding Burnout Dr Noel Kavanagh 

12:00pm - 1:00pm   Managing the high caries risk paediatric     Prof Siobhan Barry 

dental patient.

1:00pm - 2:00pm     LUNCH

2:00pm - 2:45pm     Managing the mixed dentition – Dr Shane Higgins 

orthodontic problems and solutions            

2:45pm - 3:30pm     TRADE SHOW & TEA/COFFEE

3:30pm - 4:15pm     Dr Niamh Galvin IPC and Dental unit 

waterlines

4:15pm - 5:15pm     Dental care for children with complex        Dr Eleanor McGovern 

medical needs

5:30pm  AGM

FRIDAY 

9:30am - 10:30am     Minimal intervention dentistry part 1            Dr Rona Leith 

- the Hall technique

10:30am - 11:00am   TEA/COFFEE 

11:00am - 11:45am    Minimal intervention dentistry part 2- SDF   Dr Rona Leith 

11:45am - 12:45pm   Emotional Resilience Dr Brian McClean 

12:45pm - 1:45pm   LUNCH 

1:45pm - 2:30pm     Oral health and dementia friendly dental    Dr Vicki Jones   

2:30pm - 3:15pm     "Love is all around" - why do dentists like   Dr Andrew Bolas 

panoramics and cone beams

3:15pm  - 3:30pm    Every Smile Counts Dr Myra Herlihy 

3:30pm - 3:45pm     TEA/COFFEE 

3:45pm - 4:30pm     Basic Oral Surgery Tips Dr Dermot Murnane 

To register, log onto www.dentist.ie and choose ‘Book CPD’ from the menu bar.



SPEAKERS

Dr Dympna Kavanagh  
Opening address 

Dympna is Chief Dental Officer at the Department of Health. A graduate of 

University College Cork Dental School, with a PhD in Preventive Dentistry, 

Dympna has worked in the NHS and in the Irish health service. She completed 

her higher training in Dental Public Health in Guy’s Hospital, King’s College, 

London. 

 

Dr Noel Kavanagh 
Avoiding burnout 

Noel is a Senior Dental Educator in Dental Protection’s Risk Prevention team, 

supporting the development and delivery of risk prevention material to members 

worldwide. He is an international dental speaker and published author on various 

Risk Prevention topics. He develops and delivers dental podcasts and webinars, and 

is an accredited facilitator of both virtual and face-to-face workshops.  
 
Dr Rona Leith 

Minimal intervention for caries management in primary teeth 
Rona is Assistant Professor in Paediatric Dentistry at the Dublin Dental University 

Hospital, where she manages the undergraduate paediatric dentistry programme 

and is involved in all aspects of postgraduate clinical, didactic and research 

activities. She is past president of the Irish Society of Dentistry for Children and the 

Irish Division of the European Academy of Paediatric Dentistry. 

 
Dr Niamh Galvin 

IPC and dental unit waterlines 
Niamh is Assistant National Oral Health lead (Quality and Risk) in the National Oral 

Health Office. She qualified in Cork in 1982 with an honours degree and spent a number 

of years in general practice before moving to the public dental service. She holds a 

Fellowship in Community Dentistry from RCSI, as well as a first-class Master’s in 

Management of Healthcare Infections from TCD.  

 
Dr Andrew Bolas 

"Love is all around" - why do dentists like panoramics and 

cone beams 

Andrew received his BDA from Queen’s University in 1991, his FFDRCSI in oral 

surgery in 1994 and his FDSRCS(Ed) in oral surgery and oral medicine in 1995. He 

then went on to receive his MSc dental radiology in 2000. Andrew works as a dental 

advisor to the National Radiation Safety Committee and Medical Exposures Radiation 

Unit of the HSE, and was the President of the IDA in 2012. 

 

 Prof Anne O’Connell 

Traumatic injuries- What do I do next ?  
Anne is Professor in Paediatric Dentistry and Consultant in the DDUH and CHI, 

Tallaght. She completed undergraduate training in Dublin and specialty training 

at the Eastman Dental Center, USA. She is the President of the International 

Association of Dental Traumatology, and serves as the International Consultant 

on Scientific Committee of the American Academy of Paediatric Dentistry.  

We are delighted that this year’s Annual HSE Dental Surgeons seminar is back in 

person and we return to Portlaoise in October. 

 

After an unexpected break of almost three years, we will return to the Midlands 

Park Hotel, Portlaoise from 12-14 October next. A lot has happened since our last 

seminar and I urge all my colleagues in the HSE dental service to attend this year’s 

event.  Now more than ever, we need to meet up with colleagues for some 

learning, shared experiences and most importantly some fun! 

 

The programme will follow the format of recent years and take place on Thursday 

13th and Friday 14th October.  A trade show will take place on Thursday 13th and 

we are delighted to welcome back our trade supporters this year. 

 

We are delighted to have Chief Dental Officer, Dr Dympna Kavanagh, give the 

opening address to delegates on Thursday morning. 

 

The programme includes many renowned speakers from Ireland and the UK, who 

will present on a wide range of topics of relevant to those working in the Public 

Dental Service.   

 

The groups AGM will take place at 5pm on Thursday 13th followed by dinner in a 

local restaurant for those who wish to attend. 

 

While the event traditionally caters for those working in the public system, it is by 

no means exclusive to HSE dentists.  Those working in private practice are welcome 

to attend. 

 

I look forward to seeing you all in Portlaoise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DR JOANNA SIKORSKA 

President Elect, HSE Dental Surgeons Group IDA 

WELCOME

Prof. Siobhan Barry 

Managing the high caries risk paediatric dental patient.  
Siobhan graduated from University College Cork in 2001 and completed specialty 

training in paediatric dentistry at the Leeds Dental Institute. She was appointed as 

consultant in paediatric dentistry at the University Dental Hospital of Manchester in 

2014. She is the academic lead for undergraduate paediatric dentistry and 

programme director for the MClinDent masters programme.  

 

Dr Shane Higgins 

Managing the mixed dentition – orthodontic problems and 

solutions 
Shane qualified in dentistry from TCD in 2006. After a number of community and hospital 

dental posts in Ireland and the UK, including four years as a general dental surgeon in 

Longford/Westmeath, he completed specialist training in orthodontics at Birmingham 

Dental Hospital in 2016. He is a full-time Consultant Orthodontist at Birmingham Dental 

Hospital and Honorary Clinical Lecturer in Orthodontics at the University of Birmingham.  

 

Dr Eleanor McGovern 

Dental care for children with complex medical needs 

Eleanor qualified as a dentist from the University of Sheffield in 1999. She worked within 

hospital dental services, and general dental practice in the UK, Ireland and Australia, and 

completed specialist training in paediatric dentistry at Trinity College Dublin. She has a 

special interest in the provision of dental care for children with cleft lip and palate, 

craniofacial syndromes and for children with complex medical needs.  

 
Dr Vicki Jones 

Oral health and dementia friendly dental  

Vicki currently works as a consultant in special care dentistry and Clinical Director of the 

Community Dental Service for Aneurin Bevan University Health Board in Wales, and is lead 

clinician for older frail and vulnerable adults and people with a mental illness. She has been 

the honorary secretary and past president of the British Society of Gerodontology (BSG), 

which is a charity that promotes oral healthcare for older people.  
 
Dr Brian McClean 

Emotional resilience 

Brian McClean qualified as a Clinical Psychologist from the University of Surrey in 1987.  

He is currently Principal Clinical Psychologist with Acquired Brain Injury Ireland, where he 

provides Cognitive Behaviour Therapy, Compassion Focused Therapy and Mindfulness 

Based Cognitive Therapy. 
 
Dr Dermot Murnane 

Basic oral surgery tips 

Dr Dermot Murnane qualified as a dentist in 1992 and started working in Oral and Facial 

Surgery in 1995 in the UK. Returning to Ireland in 2001, completing a masters in Oral 

Surgery in 2004. 

 
 


