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HSE DENTAL SURGEONS

SEMINAR 2019
MIDLANDS PARK HOTEL

PORTLAOISE
October 10+11

CPD VERIFIABLE

THURSDAY

9.30                     Registration opens                                            

10.15-10.45         Opening address                                               Dr Dympna Kavanagh

10.45-11.30         Documentation in clinical practice:                  Ms Mary Godfrey

                           maximising patient safety and mitigating risk     

11.30-12.15         Recognising abuse and neglect:                       Dr Richard Balmer

                           the oral health perspective.                               

12.15-13.00         Consent and child patients .....kids’ stuff?        Dr Martin Foster

13.00-14.00         LUNCH                                                              

14.00-15.00         Current concepts in molar incisor                     Dr Rona Leith

                           hypomineralisation (MIH)                                 

15.00-16.00         TRADE SHOW                                                   

16.00-17.00         Heathy gums matter: key issues in the            Prof. Wendy Turner

                           classification, diagnosis and management 

                           of periodontal problems for your patients        

17.00                   AGM                                                                 

FRIDAY

09.00-09.45         Education and training in                                 Dr Alison Dougall

                           special care dentistry

09.45-10.45         Dental infection control update                        Dr Niamh Galvin

10:45-11:15         TEA/COFFEE BREAK

11.15-11.45         Compliance in dental radiography                     Dr Andrew Bolas

11.45-12.30         Luxation injuries: post-traumatic                      Dr Jennifer Parry

                           management of displaced teeth  

12.30-13.30         LUNCH                                                              

13.30-14.15         The role of orthodontic treatment in               Dr Tim McSwiney

                           the management of cleft lip and palate

14.15-16.15         Management of medical emergencies              Safe Hands

                           within the dental practice                                 

All reservations must be made directly with the Midlands Park Hotel. 

Overnight rate is ¤95 per single room per night (¤110 per twin room). Bookings can also
be made online with a promo code. Go to www.midlandsparkhotel.com and use the
code IDA19 to get the conference rate or call the hotel directly on 057-867 1919.

ACCOMMODATION

                                                EARLY BIRD                    AFTER OCTOBER 5

IDA MEMBERS                        
Full seminar                              ¤160                                 ¤180
One day                                    ¤120                                 ¤140

Dental team member             
Full seminar                              ¤120                                
One day                                    ¤80 

NON-IDA MEMBER
Full seminar                             ¤320                                 ¤360
One day                                    ¤240                                 ¤280 

Thursday dinner      ¤40 
(will be in the hotel)

CANCELLATION POLICY
All cancellations must be received in writing either by email or by post to IDA House, Unit 2 Leopardstown
Office Park, Sandyford, Dublin 18. Cancellations received 29 days or more prior to the course/event will be
entitled to a 100% refund. Cancellations received between 15 days and 28 days (inclusive) prior to the
course/event will receive a 75% refund. For cancellations received between one day and 14 days (inclusive)
prior to the course/event, no refund will be given. Failure to attend the course/event on the day will
constitute late cancellation and no refund will be given. Substitutions are welcome at any time. Due to
unforeseen circumstances, the programme may change and the IDA reserves the right to cancel the event or
alter the venue and/or speakers.



SPEAKERS

Dr Richard Balmer

Richard is a specialist paediatric dentist and Honorary Consultant/Lecturer at Leeds

Dental Institute. His research interests include enamel defects and child protection.

He is co-author of the British Society of Paediatric Dentistry guidelines for dental

neglect and is a certified national trainer for the Advanced Life Support Group on

Recognition and Response in Child Protection. 

Dr Andrew Bolas
Andrew received his BDA from Queen’s University Belfast in 1991, his FFD(RCSI) in

oral surgery in 1994, and his FDSRCS(Ed) in oral surgery and oral medicine in 1995.

He went on to receive his MSc in dental radiology. He works as a dental advisor to

the National Radiation Safety Committee and Medical Exposures Radiation Unit of

the HSE and was the President of the IDA in 2012.

Dr Alison Dougall
Alison is a Consultant for Medically Complex Patients and President Elect of the

International Society for Disability and Oral Health. She underwent training in special care

dentistry at the Eastman Dental Institute and has been a long-time advocate of reducing

inequalities in oral health. In 2006, she was voted the health leader of Ireland for her work

designing integrated oral healthcare pathways for people with bleeding disorders.

Dr Martin Foster
Martin has experience in a wide range of settings, including care for maximum security

psychiatric patients, sedation and anaesthetic referral services, and clinical tutoring in

paediatric dentistry. He is the DPL lead for Ireland, is a regular presenter on a range of

issues, and has a particular interest in communication and risk management. He

maintains a weekly clinical commitment as a specialist in paediatric dentistry. 

Dr Niamh Galvin

Niamh holds the position of Assistant National Oral Health Lead in Quality and Risk.

She qualified in Cork in 1982 and spent a number of years in general practice before

moving to the public service. She was one of the first dentists to obtain a first-class

master’s degree in healthcare infection management (TCD), and also holds an

FFD(RCS) in community dentistry.

Ms Mary Godfrey

Mary is a Clinical Risk Adviser at the State Claims Agency, providing risk management

advice to health services and  education programmes in the health and education sectors.

Her experience also includes developing national policy and professional guidance,

auditing and monitoring regulatory standards, quality and risk management, research

ethics, and governance.

It is with great pleasure as President Elect of the HSE Dental Surgeons Group of

the Irish Dental Association that I welcome you to the HSE Dental Surgeons

Seminar for 2019. It is an honour for me to act as the HSE Group’s President for

2019-2020, and I look forward to working for you and with you, our members,

during the year.

This year’s seminar returns to the Midlands Park Hotel, Portlaoise, and takes place

on October 10 and 11.

2019 saw the publication of the new oral health policy, Smile agus Sláinte. I am

especially delighted to welcome Dr Dympna Kavanagh, Chief Dental Officer, to

give the opening address on Thursday, October 10. The conference will afford

delegates a timely opportunity to discuss with their colleagues the implications of

the new policy for both patients and staff. 

The programme includes many renowned speakers from Ireland and the UK, who

will present on a wide range of topics of relevance to practice in the Public Dental

Service. The programme promises to be an enjoyable and educational two days.

The seminar finishes on Friday afternoon with a two-hour workshop from Safe

Hands on medical emergencies – an absolute must for all dental team members.

This year’s trade show takes place on Thursday, October 10. Once again, thank you

to our trade sponsors for their support, which enables us to hold this seminar. I

encourage you to visit all the trade stands.

While the event traditionally caters for those working in the public system, it is by

no means exclusive to HSE dentists. GDPs, specialists and all dental professionals

are welcome and all are invited.

Our social event will take place on Thursday evening, with a buffet-style dinner,

drinks and entertainment planned. All guests, trade representatives and delegates

are welcome. This is a very enjoyable evening and I would encourage you all to

attend. I look forward to seeing you in Portlaoise.

DR GRÁINNE DUMBLETON

President Elect, HSE Dental Surgeons Group, IDA

WELCOME

Dr Dympna Kavanagh
Dympna is Chief Dental Officer at the Department of Health. A graduate of

University College Cork Dental School, with a PhD in Preventive Dentistry,

Dympna has worked in the NHS and in the Irish health service. She completed

her higher training in Dental Public Health in Guy’s Hospital, King’s College,

London.

Dr Rona Leith
Rona completed her doctorate in paediatric dentistry in the Dublin Dental University

Hospital and thereafter the FFD from the RCSI. She is past president of the Irish

Society of Dentistry for Children and is currently president of the Irish Division of

the European Academy of Paediatric Dentistry. She works as Assistant Professor in

Paediatric Dentistry in the Dublin Dental University Hospital.

Dr Tim McSwiney
Tim graduated in 2006 and underwent specialist training in orthodontics at Cork

University Dental School and Hospital. He was awarded a doctorate in orthodontics in 2012

and a membership of orthodontics from the Royal College of Surgeons in Edinburgh. He

is a Consultant Orthodontist at St James’s Hospital, Dublin, where he is involved in the

management of patients with cleft lip and plate and complex craniofacial anomalies.

Dr Jennifer Parry

Jennifer graduated from UCC and completed a master’s in paediatric dentistry at the

University of Leeds. She completed her paediatric dentistry specialty training at the

Eastman Dental Institute, and King’s and Guy’s Hospitals in London. She is a regional

representative for charity Dental Trauma UK. She has held multiple consultant posts in

paediatric dentistry and was appointed Consultant/Senior Lecturer at UCC in January.

Prof. Wendy Turner

Wendy graduated from the London Hospital Medical College in 1992 and then

worked for 25 years at Barts and The London School of Medicine and Dentistry

before moving to Queen’s University Belfast in 2018. She is a specialist in

periodontics and restorative dentistry, and has a particular interest in managing

young patients with severe periodontal problems.

Safe Hands – Pat O’Hare and Kelly Doherty 

Both Pat and Kelly are qualified nurses from Queen’s University

Belfast and worked in emergency medicine for many years. They are

both directors of Safe Hands, and provide training in medical

emergencies and basic life support (BLS) to dental practices around

the country.


